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MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. ---(178) 1898 (additional site)
Finzel, Maryland vicinity

Public/Private

Milestone No. ---(178), northeast of the settlement of Finzel, on the summit of
Big Savage Mountain, is a small native stone already in place by 1098, 2t

the time of the Bauer survey and marking of the boundary between Allegany and

Garrett counties. It is about 5500 feet west of the preceding monument, No. — =S

and marks an additional point on Mason and Dixon's 230.228-mile West Line, the

provincial boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical

impact and innovative survey methods. Like all the other stones and boulders

around E%& %%Cgssgaé%ggnish,smooth st ne;/%gagﬁgggnﬁg%ﬁ éni%g%gg’wide on the

north and south sides and about 12% inches wide on the cast and west sides, stands

only about 11 inches high wedged in between two very larg boulders, has a flat
ango%f/ﬁg%ﬁléiagffloﬁ%ge in the top, which marks the point on the Bauer Line where

it intersects Mason and Dixon's West Line. This stone is significant on the

national and state levels primarily as one of the thematic group series of some

oU8 markers still visually defining the West Line, Locally, as one of 37 markers

along the present Allegany/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset county boundary, it is significant

not only for its identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage

of these counties, but also as it represents a second attempt to define the

Allegany/Garrett county boundary, - - . leaving the wedge

between the Chisholm and Bauer lines still unresolved legally;
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

.zEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED L ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS Z_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. ---(178) on the summit of Big Savage Mountain,is a small
native g%%ﬁ%} already inoglggg/g%u%g%r¥ime of the Bauer survey of 1898 when
running the. line between Allegany and Garreﬁt’counti§g§,Pg%glimg§%}fsﬁgigtm% e?
in the/g%%tto mark the point where this line intersected Mason and Dixon's
westPLENGeILPgt; goRdIkIoR, alkered; only by P 5t oha OpP Bepauzag 2ot S on
the north and south sides,/g%out 12 wide on the east and west sides, and stands

about 11 inches high, wedged between twe very large.boulders.

The area hera Egy%gmg%gge&ensely wooded (much of the woods a thicket of

perheps. heca ¢ jer f 1. @ "
yoﬁng 63018803gs%r8ga&fré%%ewﬁoﬁi%ﬁ é?%é boulders, windswept, and
among the highest points along the West Line (elevati%g the StE8ut 2880 feet).

The site is within Blection District 13 of Allegany County, MD, and Southampton
Township of Somerset County, PA; about 1% miles northeast of the settlement of
Finzel, MD; about 200 feet cast of No. -=-(179),/RohSHeit ina oEL glinal MMy

and Dixon mound; about 3500 feet east-northeest of}ggmggg% ﬁgck Road; about

2900 feet due east of monument No., ---(180) and krs. Raley's house. It is

wedged between two large boulders, in the midst of a mass of unusually large
rounded boulders,about 200 feet south of the olﬁ?ggﬁgiiﬁe and at the north

edge of the woods bordering the pipeline. It cannot be seen from any road or.

the pibeline, and only by accident when almost upon it. It is so unprepossessing,

gﬁicﬁgfi Eﬁgg ga %%pgg%%g%gﬁakes and copperheads, it is super-protected; but.
should be officially marked in some way for better identification.
This marker is unique along the West Line, and is close to the 165-mile

The. ridge was } .
mark on Mason and Dixon's map of 1768, L?ﬁeéér%ﬁeg In their journal as
. . apd an,area beyond which
"the great dividing Ridge of the Lllegany Hountains"/ 2¢ & t%eyawe%% una%?ec

further . : . unti !
to proceed/wes%ward with their surveying / dﬁ&y 1767, after an agreement had

been reached with the Six Nations (of Indians).

+ ’

Hote: see the enclosed opinion/gﬁtigt%% 8? één%?g§ Thomas B. Finan and his
assistant, Stuart H. Rome, concerning "whether the proper boundary line dividing
Allegany and Garrett Counties is the Chisholm Line or the Bauer Line..«s"
(BOUNDARIES - Chapter 708 of the Laws of 1955 Purporting to Establish Bauer 1

as Boundary Between Garrett and Allegany Counties...

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
-PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING -—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -—CONSERVATION —LAw -—SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION -—MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
£1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER
2£1800-1899 —COMMERCE LEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
Z1900- -—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY X POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION boundary surveying

SPECIFIC DATES 1767 (area surveyed and g@ﬁ%ﬁggﬁmﬁﬁfﬁﬁk Charles Mason and Jeremizah Dixon

1898 (native stone marke SURVEYORS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone No. -~--(178) is significant primarily as one of the thematic

group series of some 248 markers still visually defining Mason and Dixon's

West Line, the 230.228~mile provincial boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon

Line, famous for its historical impact and innovetive survey methods. This

» origingll . . ! . ?
part of the Line was éurv@ye% a%d marked at irregular intervals with cairns

and additional wood posts in 1767: The present site on the Line was
established in 1898 by Bauer (as his marker No. 1) when running and marking
the boundary between Allegany and Garrett counties. 2 Wsildzing a small
native stone already in place, Bauer marked the point where his line
intersected the West Line by making a drill.hole in the top., This was
recorded by the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary and
included in their listing of markers along this part of the Line. Locally,
as one of 37 markers on the present Allegany/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset county
boundary, Ho. ---(178) is also significant as the northernmost point of
the/ﬁifgégg§§&%%%ett county boundary (as yeé%ﬁﬁ%%%é%?&%ﬁgf1%?%&&9?bryland
Department of Assessments and Taxation, which uses the Chisholm Line, which

terminate® g%y%ﬁeoﬁest Line.- 4,307 feet further west).

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

Note: Garrett County was created from Allegany County in 1872 and the line
run and marked by Daniel Chisholm, Lsg., County Surveyor of Allegany County
(his report filed October 8, 1872). Because of skepticism about the accuracy
of this line, the Maryland General Assembly provided for a redrawing and
marking of the line (Chapter 304 of the Laws of 1898)., Dr. L. A. Bauer was
appointed to run and mark the line by Governor Lloyd Lowndes. Bauer's line

CONTI
5pO

UE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NEGESSARYteruinated 4,307 feet east of the

Yy hls predecessor, ool
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF¥ NECESSARY
[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _L€55 than one acre

uadrangle name: Frostburg (Maryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 minute series
(topographic), 1949 photorev. 1974, scale 1:24000

UTM reference: zone 17, easting 67878, northing 439885

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

" = 5
state  Maryland : COUNTY Allegany[Garrett(i§88£b%?iegﬁfvey,
USGS  guadrangle M%S,ﬁ ¥D~DQT
¢dunty maps;cbul not MD-Tax mips)
STATE COUNTY
Pennsylvania Somerset
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 10/18/81 (site surveyed)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14208 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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